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Minutes of Governing Board 

Regular Study & Voting Session 

  
Tuesday, February 7, 2023 @ 5:00 pm 

Prescott Unified School District 
Governing Board 

  
A Regular Study & Voting Session meeting of the Governing Board of Prescott Unified School 
District was held Tuesday, February 7, 2023, beginning at 5:00 pm in the District Office 
Boardroom & Washington Gym. 
  
All supporting documents/attachments can be found by visiting our website: 
  
https://www.prescottschools.com/ 

  
This meeting was livestreamed and the video recording can be viewed by visiting the following 
link: 
  
https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 
Board Members present: 
  
                        Vice President Andy Fraher 
                        Kara Woods 
            Stan Goligoski 
            Linda Conn 
            Jane Robertson 

            
Others present: 
                        
                        Joseph W. Howard, Superintendent 
                        Mardi Read, Asst. Superintendent 
                        Clark Tenney, Asst. Superintendent/Director of Human Resources 

                        Brian Moore, Chief Financial Officer 
                        Kelsey Secor, Director of Instructional Support 
                        Sarah Torres, Administrative Assistant to Superintendent and Governing Board 

                        Miranda Adams, Student Representative 

                        Elle Long, Student Representative   

 

  

1. STRATEGIC PLAN COLOR KEY: 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT  
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CULTURE  

COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER RELATIONSHIPS  

ENROLLMENT  

RESOURCE ACCOUNTABILITY  

2. CALL TO ORDER - Governing Board President Andy Fraher 

   

3. OPENING CEREMONY 

   

3.A. Welcome - Governing Board President Andy Fraher welcomed everyone in attendance. 

   

3.B. Pledge of Allegiance – Elle Long and Miranda Adams led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Governing Board President Andy Fraher asked Superintendent 

Howard if the agenda was in order. Superintendent Howard noted, we are thinking of 

rescheduling for the sake of time. We're going to postpone the midterm update for Galileo. That 

presentation will take about an hour. We're looking about three hours of speakers so we're going 

to ask the board to postpone that to another time. You’ll have to approve the agenda as amended. 

   

4.A. Consider approving the agenda, as presented. 

 

RELEVANT INFORMATION: Board Policy requires the approval of the agenda.  

Kara Woods moved that the Governing Board approve the agenda as amended. Linda 

Conn seconded the motion.  

Andy Fraher voted Aye, Stan Goligoski voted Aye, Kara Woods voted Aye, Linda Conn 

voted Aye and Jane Robertson voted Aye. The motion passed 5-0. 

   

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Governing Board President Andy Fraher 

    

5.A. Consider approving the minutes from the Regular Study and Voting Session meeting of 

January 10, 2023, and the minutes from the Working Meeting of January 27, 2023, as 

presented. 

 

RELEVANT INFORMATION: Board policy requires the approval of minutes. 

Jane Robertson moved that the Governing Board approve the minutes from the Regular 

Study and Voting Session meeting of January 10, 2023, and the minutes from the 

Working Meeting of January 27, 2023, as presented. Kara Woods seconded the motion.  

Andy Fraher voted Aye, Stan Goligoski voted Aye, Kara Woods voted Aye, Linda Conn 

voted Aye and Jane Robertson voted Aye. The motion passed 5-0. 
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6. PRESENTATIONS  

6.A. Visionary Update 

 

Presenter: Orcutt Winslow 

Scott Sowinski of Orcutt Winslow presented the following slides to the board. This 

presentation can be found at 00:31:22 of the livestream link.  

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

 

   

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

6.B. Midterm Galileo update - POSTPONED 

 

Presenter: Rene' Steingraber, PUSD Testing Coordinator 

   

7. INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS 

   

7.A. Summary of Current Events 

7.A.1. Superintendent – Superintendent Howard noted, no report tonight. 

 

www.prescottschools.com/calendars 

   

7.A.2. Governing Board Members 

Stan Goligoski noted, over this last month I attended the PHS pep rally at the high school. First 

of all, our kids are awesome. They were pumped up. The amount of attention and respect for the 

classes said something. Browsing amongst the classes and the games that were played it really 

brought me back to high school days. We have an impressive student body. They did recognize 

Dr. Taylor Hicks Jr. When he passed, In lieu of flowers people donated four thousand dollars to 

the student council. It was a great sign of respect from the student council to ask the family to be 

there so it was a big honor. I went to the PHS girls’ soccer game it was very, very cold as well as 

the boys’ soccer game and I'm glad to see that Phil Reed is back as the head coach there doing a 

great job so I'm sure we'll climb to glory again there. Then we watched the last girl’s basketball 

game. Unfortunately, they lost by a couple of points but I was so impressed mainly with the band 

that was there and the lone bugler that played the national anthem, almost flawless and did an 
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amazing job. Then the boy’s basketball with their win over Bradshaw Mountain which put the 

Badgers in a three-way tie for the region so very awesome. 

 

Jane Robertson noted, I don't know if anybody else went to that basketball game, I know Stan 

was there, but I was overwhelmed not just by the behavior of the Prescott high school students 

but the behavior of the Bradshaw students as well. It was absolutely heartwarming to see that 

game to see the enthusiasm from the entire crowd I didn't hear any name calling I didn't hear any 

booing I heard clapping when Bradshaw scored a three-pointer and it made me proud to be part 

of this whole establishment it was amazing. 

 

President Andy Fraher noted, I've met with the principal of the High School Mr. Adam Neely as 

well as Molly Orr at the early college program and our director of special education Dr. Harris to 

get started on the liaison project. I also attended a basketball game and have been collaborating 

and working a little bit with the elementary principals as I can here and there. I’m getting started 

on those things and I appreciate all the work that you all are doing.  

 

 

7.A.3. Governing Board Student Representatives 

 

Miranda Adams noted, so to piggyback on the basketball because the boys team this year is 

especially worth bragging about. The team will participate in the open State boy’s basketball 

tournament which includes the team's 4A, 5A, and 6A Divisions. PHS senior Landon Francis 

recently signed on February 3rd to an Oklahoma school to play college football and he signed in 

the cafeteria area and it was really cool. So, congratulations to him. Spring sports tryouts for 

track and field, softball, baseball, tennis, and boys’ volleyball started this week and athletes need 

to register and fill out their forms on the FinalForms website to participate. 

 

Elle Long noted, we have various soccer and basketball games coming up. Soccer girls play 

State on Thursday. This is their first match so whether they play home or away will be 

determined today. I may have more news on that later. PHS is planning a graduation night party 

on May 26th at the James family Prescott YMCA. Grads can attend for free and there will be 

games, performances, and food. STUCO is holding a denim drive from January 25th to 

tomorrow February 8th to gain donations to go to teen's closet which we had an amazing 

presentation on a month ago. It is time for seniors to order their cap and gowns which can be 

done online through Prescott school's website. Scholarship newsletters and events are still 

occurring to help graduating students. Thank you.  

 

President Andy Fraher noted, any other reports? 

 

Stan Goligoski noted, you know I'd be remiss if we did not talk about two of our longtime 

Educators that we lost this last month. one Mr. Haydorn who taught my social studies class as a 

junior and Mr. Eddie Villaborgi. They died within a month of each other. They co-taught around 

the 90s. If you didn't know Eddie he was the voice of the Badgers for many, many years. He 

started the Sports Hall of Fame, one of the founding members of that. He was inducted in the 

circle of Excellence as a teacher, a long-time tennis coach and he was very involved with the 
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history of Prescott and the history of Prescott Athletics. I'm sure there are archives in his house 

that that we need to grab. I told Coach White that if there is anything in his house we can grab, 

we’ll carry on his legacy.  

 

Eddie Villaborgi did it right and taught many people. My brother was his student teacher, just a 

legacy, a truly remarkable man. He's not going to have any type of service so I think this is 

probably the best service that we're going to have for Eddie. If we give a round of applause for 

all his years. 

  

8. ACTION ITEMS 

   

8.A. CONSENT AGENDA - All those items listed below may be enacted by one motion and 

approved as Consent Agenda items with or without discussion.  However, any item may be 

removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately if a Governing Board member 

so requests. 

 

The resolutions included in the Consent Agenda have been posted in order to waive the 

reading of the body of the resolutions.   

 

Consider approving the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Kara Woods moved that the Governing Board approve the Consent Agenda, as 

presented. Stan Goligoski seconded the motion.  

Andy Fraher voted Aye, Stan Goligoski voted Aye, Kara Woods voted Aye, Linda Conn 

voted Aye and Jane Robertson voted Aye. The motion passed 5-0. 

   

8.A.1. Consider approving the certified and classified personnel actions as presented. 

   

RELEVANT INFORMATION:  

A copy of the personnel report is attached for review. 
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Presenter: Clark Tenney, Assistant Superintendent/HR Director 

 

8.A.2. Consider approving the donations as presented. 

 

RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Board policy requires acceptance by the Governing Board of all donations.   

   

Presenter: Brian Moore, Chief Financial Officer 
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8.A.3. Consider ratifying the vouchers as presented.  

   

RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Arizona Revised Statutes require approval/ratification of all vouchers. 

   

Presenter: Brian Moore, Chief Financial Officer  

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

 

   

8.A.4. Consider approving the Student Activities Fund Statement of Receipts and 

Disbursements for January 2023, as presented.  

 

RELEVANT INFORMATION: Please see the attached reports.  

   

Presenter: Brian Moore, Chief Financial Officer 
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8.B. STUDY AND VOTING SESSION - If a member of the public wishes to speak to one of 

the following voting items, please complete and return exhibit BEDH-E, Public Request to 

Speak (https://www.prescottschools.com/Page/558) to Sarah Torres, Administrative Assistant 

to the Governing Board prior to the study and voting session of the agenda. 

 

For items with the potential to have many speakers, the overall speaking time may be adjusted 

by the Governing Board. Speakers will be called to speak in the order in which they signed up, 

first come, first served. 

 

Requests to speak that are emailed will also be first come, first served. Email requests can be 

sent to sarah.torres@prescottschools.com at any time. 

63 members of the public completed Exhibit BEDH-E. 8 members of the public left the 

meeting early and did not speak. The first speaker began speaking at 01:09:25 of the 

livestream link.  

President Andy Fraher noted how grateful the board was that so many people are showing 

interest in this public process. President Fraher then read the following statement: 
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Our Governing Board is interested in hearing from all who want to speak. We are also 
determined to maintain appropriate decorum.  Please be sure that your comments: 

 
• Are respectful and constructive. 

 
• Are specific to the voting item for which you have signed up to speak. If a speaker strays 

off topic for too long, they will be asked to conclude their remarks. 
 
We want every person who is interested in speaking to be treated with respect and to have 
their full time to speak, so: 
 

• Our Board Administrative Assistant Sarah Torres will announce the speakers 
 

• Speakers will be called in the order they requested to speak.  
 

• As your turn to speak approaches, please move to be near the podium, to ensure 
smooth transitions, and speak directly into the microphone. If speakers are not ready 
when called, they may be moved back in the order.  

 
• We plan to give every speaker up to (3) minutes if possible. If you are still speaking at (3) 

minutes, you will be asked to finish your remarks. 
 

• Brief, polite applause after a speaker is fine, if you are so inclined. No shouting please 
(positive or negative).  
 

• While a person is at the podium, please no comments or other intentional noise such as 
cheering or booing from the audience during their comments. If public decorum is not 
maintained, we will recess the meeting until order can be restored. 
 

• Board members according to Arizona revised statutes 38-43101 are not allowed to 
comment on public speakers. Upon conclusion of the public call board members may 
respond to any criticism or personal attacks upon board members, 
staff, or others in attendance. Please speak directly into the microphone so that 
everyone can hear you in the overflow room. Our time will be kept on the device up 
here. You'll get a green light when your time is started, a yellow light as you approach 30 
seconds, and a red light when your time is expired and I'll also interject at that point. 
Again, board members, according to Arizona revised statutes we are not to respond 
during the public call. 
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8.B.1. Consider adopting the K-12 Social Studies Curriculum, as presented. 

 

RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Our last social studies curriculum adoption was in 2002/2003. Arizona adopted new social 

studies standards in 2018. Our 2002/2003 curriculum did not address the new standards. 

Teachers have been supplementing our current curriculum in order to teach the standards 

and ensure we are teaching social studies using best practices. A committee of K-12 

teachers, administrators, district staff, instructional coaches, parents, and community 

members was created to review the curriculum. They developed criteria for evaluating 

social studies curriculum based on state expectations, research, experience, and our current 

instructional framework. The committee explored 6 social studies curriculum programs, 

identified their strengths and weaknesses based on our developed criteria, and came to a 

consensus on a recommendation for a K-12 social studies curriculum adoption.  

 

The K-12 social studies committee determined they would like to use TCI as their social 

studies curriculum.   

Stan Goligoski moved that the Governing Board approve the K-12 Social Studies 

Curriculum, as presented. Jane Robertson seconded the motion.  

Andy Fraher voted Aye, Stan Goligoski voted Aye, Jane Robertson voted Aye, Kara 

Woods voted Nay and Linda Conn voted Nay. The motion passed 3-2. 

 

Presenter: Kelsey Secor, Director of Instructional Support handed out the following 

documents to the Governing Board. Mrs. Secor, Emily Thomas, Whitney Williams, Linde 

Lisbona, Jessica Kiehl Phillips, Scott Miller and Dan Tyler, PUSD teachers, shared the 

following presentation which includes a video from TCI. This presentation can be viewed at 

03:37:00 of the livestream link. The TCI video can be viewed by clicking on this link:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xH_zQn4QyFgTXyOc2sqYFF-

dwwxzgLZJ/view?usp=gmail 

 

                

PUSD K-12 Social Studies Curriculum Adoption 
Committee Mtgs 

Outcome: Identify and  recommend curriculum that meets the state 
learning standards and will best prepare students for college and 

careers. 

Tasks Projected Dates 
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Attend 1st Meeting 
Provide background, analyze data, prioritize needs & develop criteria for 
evaluating curriculum.  Discuss the evaluation of assigned curricula 
using the rubric developed.  Evaluate curricula in small groups. 

Friday, August 
26th 

8:00am - 12:30pm 

Evaluate selected curriculum in depth using developed rubric 
Communicate with colleagues and offer opportunities to review 
curriculum 
Gather feedback and questions to review 

Self Paced 
between 8/26-
10/28 

Attend 2nd Meeting 
Discuss the evaluation of assigned curricula using the rubric 
developed.  Identify strengths, concerns and questions about 
curriculum.  Narrow potential curriculum options to 2 or 3.  Develop 
questions for the publishers to answer. 

Friday, September 
9th 

1:45pm-3:45pm 

Evaluate narrowed down curriculum in depth using developed 
rubric 
Plan at least one lesson from each potential curriculum 
Summarize your experience with each curriculum 
Gather feedback and questions 
Develop questions for publishers and schedule meetings 

Self Paced 
between 9/9-9/23 

Meet with Publishers for Q & A Tuesday, 
September 20th 

Wednesday, 
September 21st 
3:00pm  

Attend 3rd Meeting 
Discuss narrowed down options based on how well the curriculum met 
criteria of rubrics and individual rankings.  Discuss experiences teaching 
lessons from potential curriculum.   Review publisher questions and 
answers.  Discuss recommendations for next steps.  

Friday, September 
23rd 

2:15pm-3:30pm 

Evaluate narrowed down curriculum in depth using developed 
rubric 
Plan lessons or units from each potential curriculum 
Summarize your experience with each curriculum 
Gather feedback and questions 
Develop questions for publishers and schedule meetings 

Self Paced 
between 9/23-
10/28 

Additional meeting with Publishers for Q & A  Tuesday, October 
4th  
2:45pm  

Attend 4th Meeting  
Discuss narrowed down options based on how well the curriculum met 
criteria of rubrics and individual rankings.  Discuss experiences teaching 
lessons from potential curriculum.   Review publisher questions and 

Friday, October 
28th  
2:15pm - 3:30pm   
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answers.  Possibly come to a consensus on a recommendation to the 
school board.   Develop next steps. 

Attend 5th Meeting 
Prepare presentation for governing board 

Monday, October 
31st 
1:00-2:00pm 

Present recommended curriculum to Board Tuesday, 
November 1st 

Put the proposed curriculum on public view Wednesday, 
November 3rd - 
Friday, January 
20th 

School Board votes on K-12th Social Studies Curriculum February 7, 2023 

Purchase New Curriculum If Adopted TBD 

Distribute teacher materials & provide preliminary training TBD 

Curriculum Work- Create DIGS TBD 

 

 

 

  Social Studies Curriculum Evaluation 
Rubric 

Priority Criteria  
Rating  

Low 

1  2  3  4  5  

Evidence 
 And Other Strengths 

& Weaknesses 
 

How controversial is it? 
  

 
Arizona standards-based (not just 
standards-aligned, how 
comprehensive is it?) 

  

 
Vertical alignment 

  

 
Flexible pacing guide 
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Balance of on-line and hands-on 
materials 

(ease of syncing with Google 
Classroom) 

  

 
Addresses inquiry arc - critical 
thinking 

  

 
Cross-curricular - integrate with 
and/or includes elements of ELA, 
Math, Science 

  

 
Differentiation (SPED, ELL, Gifted, 
perspectives, content)  

  

 
Sustainable (changing technology or 
programs, copy intensive) 

  

 
Includes multiple perspectives on 
topics (variety of options) 

  

 
Age appropriate reading levels, 
topics 

  

 
Accurate and relevant resources 

  

 
Practice with identifying bias and 
evaluating evidence 

  

 
Engaging, experiential (allows for 
Kagan, etc) 

  

 
Questions for the publisher? 

  

 

TCI Information for Prescott Unified School District 1 

 
TCI looks forward to working with Prescott Unified in the implementation of TCI’s History Alive! 
and Social Studies Alive! materials. We appreciate the thorough review of TCI materials by both 
Prescott Unified School District’s review committee and the Citizens & Educators for Excellence 
in Arizona Education organization.  
 
We also appreciate the district sharing the feedback received from the Citizens & Educators for 
Excellence in Arizona Education organization. When we receive feedback from any group, we 
conduct an editorial review and determine if changes are appropriate. We value the detailed 
information provided by the group, and it is currently going through our editorial process. If we 
determine that changes to our text are needed, they will be applied to the program in a timely 
manner. We are still completing our review process for this feedback. However, upon initial 
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review, we are recommending some changes. Here are two examples of editorial changes we 
are planning to make: 
 

Civics Alive! Foundations and Functions, Lesson 2, p. 45 
CHANGE: "Because presidents are elected directly by the people, they may be more 
responsive to the public than to their party. As such, they may enjoy more legitimacy and 
public support than a prime minister." → "Because presidents in the United States have 
to earn voters' support to get electoral votes, they may be more responsive to the public 
than to their party. As such, they may enjoy more legitimacy and public support than a 
prime minister." 
RATIONALE: This sentence is part of a section that generally compares parliamentary 
vs. presidential democracies (worldwide), but we agree that some students might 
misread our original statement as implying that the United States directly elects its 
presidents.  

 
Government Alive! Power, Politics, and You, Lesson 2, p. 29  
CHANGE: Added the following text: "These are also often referred to as presidential 
republics. The United States is a constitutional, democratic republic. Being a republic 
means that the government is limited in its power and that minority rights are explicitly 
protected in a country's system of laws. The United States is also democratic because 
the people have the power to vote for representatives and leaders regardless of their 
status." 
RATIONALE: Clarifies the political concepts of democracy and republicanism for 
students. Political scientists use "constitutional/presidential democracy" and 
"constitutional/presidential republic" (among other terms) to describe the United States. 
We agree with reviewers that the U.S. has a republican form of government. The people 
also hold the ultimate power, which is why the U.S. is also referred to as a "democracy," 
but it is not a "direct democracy.” (And we are not a parliamentary democracy/republic.) 

 
In addition to reviewing feedback and implementing changes as appropriate, TCI would like to 
offer further information on our curriculum and development process.  
 

How TCI Ensures Materials are Unbiased 
TCI utilizes a rigorous development process to ensure that content is scholarly and free of bias. 
All content goes through an editorial and scholarly review process to ensure accuracy and 
balance. This review process includes, but is not limited to the following:  

• Creating materials that align with state and national standards for content and skills. 
• Utilizing primary sources to bring in artifacts, images, and voices from the historical 

period. 
• Reviewing of content by multiple writers and editors, including both staff and content 

experts.  
• Conducting fact checks of key content both internally and with the use of third-party 

organizations such as Turning Leaf, APass Education, and Westchester Educational 
Services. 

• Completion of scholar reviews from a wide range of university scholars. These scholars 
are selected based on their areas of expertise and vary from program. Lists of these 
scholars are provided in the front of each Student Edition.  

• Continual editorial review of all user and outside group feedback, following the same 
process described above.  

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI
https://www.review.teachtci.com/history-alive-us-through-industrialism-teacher-s-guide-sample/full-view.html?p=98
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How TCI Uses Inquiry to Engage Students in Critical Thinking 
TCI’s programs are focused on building critical thinking skills, driven by the inquiry process as 
outlined in the Arizona History and Social Science Standards (see p.7 of the standards here for 
a summary of the Inquiry Arc). 
 
Each unit includes an inquiry project that engages students in forming their own answers to a 
compelling question. Throughout the unit, students gather evidence from the curriculum as well 
as outside resources. Students then make a claim and support it with the evidence they have 
gathered and their own reasoning. Following the inquiry process, students are encouraged to 
take action. This action is often presenting to the class or writing an argument based on 
evidence.  
 
In addition to the inquiry process, students are given opportunities throughout reading, activities, 
and other encounters with content to analyze information, think critically, and identify 
perspectives. Students are then given opportunities to practice using those skills, including 
writing summaries of information, evaluating and discussing sources, and making historical 
arguments.  

How TCI’s Lessons are Structured 
TCI’s considerate text is the core resource for students as they learn new content. In addition to 
providing grade-level appropriate reading, the narrative, and visuals are designed to be 
considerate for the reader. TCI's considerate design includes: 

• Single-column text 
• Vocabulary definitions called out at the point of use 
• Chunked content 
• Large and compelling images 
• Clean and visually appealing page layout free of distracting callouts 

 
TCI’s programs follow a clear and understandable sequence, including clearly labeled units, 
lessons, and sections. We also realize that classroom needs vary, so we have designed our 
materials to be flexible to meet those needs.  

TCI offers flexible learning options that provide multiple pathways to learning, including 
resources such as hands-on classroom activities, cutting-edge video activities, and meaningful 
reading and notes. The content also offers flexibility through additional online readings that 
expand on the core text. These readings allow students to dive deeper and often include 
primary sources, biographies, literature excerpts, and connections to today. Teachers can use 
and assign these as needed in their classrooms. 

TCI’s Scale and Experience 
TCI has built a reputation for quality and excellence over the thirty years we have been 
developing curricular programs. We are proud to have served thousands of schools and districts 
over the years. More than 2.5 million students and 100,000 teachers around the country utilize 
TCI materials.  
 
TCI has partnered with districts of varying sizes and demographics. These include large districts 
like Los Angeles Unified (CA), Columbus City School District (OH), and Anne Arundel County 
Schools (MD), as well as smaller districts like Millard Public Schools (NE), Carmel Clay School 
District (IN), and Forest Hill Public Schools (MI). No matter the size of the district, TCI works to 
ensure teachers and students have quality materials and the most up-to-date technology. 
 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI
http://azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/02/2018%20History%20and%20Social%20Science%20Standards%20_Update8.23.19.pdf?id=5c76b4ed1dcb2512fcd012fd


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

As a privately-held company, we have the advantage of being nimble and adapting quickly to 
the ever-changing needs of the education industry. We are dedicated to providing the best 
possible support to educators and students alike. 
 

For more information about TCI, please visit our website at www.teachtci.com. 
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        There was a 5-minute recess from 8:02 – 8:07 pm. 

 

8.B.2. Consider approving an out-of-state travel request for the PHS Challenge Club 

students & chaperones to travel to the San Juan River in Utah from March 24th - 

March 28, 2023, as presented.  

 

RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

The Prescott High School Challenge Program has obtained a permit for a San Juan River 

float trip. Due to the trip traveling to Southeastern Utah and therefore being out-of-state, the 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI


Livestream link: https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI 
 

District Governing Board needs to give its approval. A total of 20 people will be able to go 

on the trip (the limit of the permit.) PHS students will be instructed, mentored, and 

supervised by PUSD staff and volunteers. 

 

Specialized river equipment (rafts, life jackets, and required safety and hygiene gear) will 

be rented from a river equipment expedition outfitter. Any students who lack basic camping 

gear will be able to borrow what they need through the Challenge Club equipment pool.  

 

Trip expenses will include food, PUSD activity bus usage costs, river permit fees, and 

equipment rental. Total trip expenses are estimated to be $150 per person. We will be 

asking each participant to make a $50 contribution, with scholarships offered to students 

with identified financial hardships. Additional expenses will be paid from existing 

Challenge Club funds.  

 

Trip dates are Friday, March 24 through Tuesday, March 28th. Students will be given 

excused absences for any classes missed while on the trip. 

 

A brief itinerary is as follows: 

 

March 24: depart Prescott High School mid-morning and drive to the Sand Island 

Recreation Site near Bluff, Utah. Camp at Sand Island Group Camp.  

 

March 25:Pack, rig boats, and launch on the San Juan River. Camp along the river on the 

nights of the 25th, 26th, and 27th. 

 

March 28: Float to the take-out point, Mexican Hat Utah, de-rig, load up and return to 

Prescott by mid-evening. 

 

This is an amazing opportunity for kids in the challenge Program to travel and learn history, 

geology, ecology, and river running in an iconic setting on a classic Southwest river. We are 

confident that Challenge is up to the Challenge! 

 

Presenter: Adam Neely, PHS Principal 

Kara Woods moved that the Governing Board approve an out-of-state travel request 

for PHS Challenge Club Students & Chaperones to travel to the San Juan River in 

Utah from March 24th – March 28, 2023, as presented. Linda Conn seconded the 

motion. 

Andy Fraher voted Aye, Stan Goligoski voted Aye, Kara Woods voted Aye, Linda 

Conn voted Aye and Jane Robertson voted Aye. The motion passed 5-0. 

   

8.B.3. Consider approving an out-of-state travel request from Mr. Jason Taurins, 

Director of Instrumental Music, to take PHS band and orchestra students, teachers & 

chaperons to Disneyland in Anaheim, California from April 27 - 30, 2023, as 

presented. 

 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI
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RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

The students are currently planning with the Disney Imagination Campus to attend the 

studio recording session. The students will be given music, learn it throughout the day, and 

record the music to a scene from a Disney movie. This will be a valuable experience to 

show our students exactly what a career as a studio musician entails.  

 

While the band boosters are still looking into transportation, the anticipated costs should be 

roughly $600 per student to participate. 

 

Presenter: Adam Neely, PHS Principal noted that the dates have been amended. This trip is 

scheduled for April 28th – May 1, 2023. 

Kara Woods moved that the Governing Board approve an out-of-state travel request 

from Mr. Jason Taurins, Director of Instrumental Music, to take PHS band and 

orchestra students, teachers & chaperones to Disneyland in Anaheim, California from 

April 28th through May 1, 2023, as amended. 

Andy Fraher voted Aye, Stan Goligoski voted Aye, Kara Woods voted Aye, Linda 

Conn voted Aye and Jane Robertson voted Aye. The motion passed 5-0.  

   

8.B.4. Consider approving an International travel request from Katherine Hammer, 

PHS International Travel Advisor to take students & chaperones to Lima, Peru from 

July 8 - 16, 2024, as presented 

 

RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

This trip is being planned through EF Educational Tours. EF Educational Tours has helped 

PUSD in the past to plan other international travel.  

 

The number of students traveling can be anywhere from 15 to 70 with one chaperon spot for 

every 6 students. Currently, there is no specific class or club related to the trip. Ms. Hammer 

is looking into the logistics of fundraising or providing scholarships, which may lead to the 

formation of a club. 

 

Presenter: Adam Neely, PHS Principal 

Jane Robertson moved that the Governing Board approve an International travel 

request from Katherine Hammer, PHS International Travel Advisor to take students 

& chaperones to Lima, Peru from July 8th – July 16, 2024, as presented. Kara Woods 

seconded the motion. 

Andy Fraher voted Aye, Stan Goligoski voted Aye, Kara Woods voted Aye, Linda 

Conn voted Aye and Jane Robertson voted Aye. The motion passed 5-0.  

 

8.B.5. Consider approving a new Scope & Sequence for the education of gifted 

students in Prescott Unified School District K-12, as presented. 

 

RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

https://youtu.be/9bdc1qJBLQI
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In compliance with ADE requirements, the Gifted Scope and Sequence has been modified. 

It is required that we obtain Governing Board approval of the scope and sequence for 

education of gifted students in PUSD K-12 before submitting it to the Arizona Department 

of Education. 

 

A copy of the modified Scope and Sequence document has been attached for your review. 

 

Presenter: Mardi Read, Assistant Superintendent 

Linda Conn moved that the Governing Board approve a new Scope & Sequence for 

the education of gifted students in Prescott Unified School District K-12, as presented. 

Andy Fraher voted Aye, Stan Goligoski voted Aye, Kara Woods voted Aye, Linda 

Conn voted Aye and Jane Robertson voted Aye. The motion passed 5-0.  
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8.C. INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS   

   

8.C.1. School Board Summary Budget Report review 

 

Presenter: Brian Moore, Chief Financial Officer 
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8.C.2. Budget Next steps/update 

 

Presenter: Brian Moore, Chief Financial Officer shared the February 6, 2023 updated 

budget summary sheet with the board.  
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8.C.3. Discussion Item: Review proposed changes in Policy Services Advisory Volume 35, 

Number 1, No. 739 & 743, from January 2023 as presented. 

   

RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Governing Board BGB requires first and second readings of all proposed policy adoptions 

and approval by the Governing Board. This is the first reading of the proposed policy 

changes and the Board will be asked to adopt the policies after the second reading. Any 

Regulations and/or Exhibits have been attached for review and do not require Governing 

Board approval. 

 

Presenter: Mardi Read, Assistant Superintendent gave a summary of Policy Services 

Advisory Volume 35, Number 1, No. 739 & 743, from January 2023 and noted this is the 

first read. The second read occur at the next scheduled board meeting and the board will be 

asked to adopt the revisions.  

8.C.4. Community Comments shared with the Governing Board (what concerns are Board 

Members hearing from the public in general). 

 

Presenter: Joseph W. Howard, Superintendent 

  

There were none.  

 

8.C.5. Meeting Dates:  

Regular Study and Voting Session: Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at 5:00 pm in the PUSD 

District Office Boardroom. 

   

Other Dates: 

Friday, February 17, 2023 - NO STUDENTS - Professional Development Day.  

 

Monday, February 19, 2023 - All PUSD schools/sites closed in observance of Presidents' 

Day. 

President Andy Fraher noted, we have a special meeting scheduled for February 17th to go 

through the superintendent selection process with ASBA. They will be in attendance with us 

for that. 

 

Superintendent Howard noted, board members should have received the invite.  

We’ll get an overview and you'll be voting on five or six things in terms of how you 

want to run that search including what the surveys look like, how to do community forums. 

You'll get into what the posting looks like, what the pay looks like. There will be 

recommendations from the recruiting service and then you as a board will land on what you 

want. 

 

Stan Goligoski noted, I have a conflict on that date, could I phone in? 
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Superintendent Howard noted, yes, any board members that are not able to attend the 

meeting in person may phone in. 

   

9. ADJOURNMENT – Hearing no objections, President Andy Fraher adjourned the 

meeting at 9:54 pm. 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

Sarah A. Torres, Governing Board Secretary 
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